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and Dioceſe 


' To | the Reverend wy Brethren of 
the Clergy of Soll ele 
of Norwich. 


T #u publiſhed to the whole Nation, whether I will or 
no, that I have endeavoured, according to the Laws, 
to ſerve the eftabliſhed Government in Church aud 
State. And that I have met with affronts for what I 
have done, which I have ever ſlighted, becauſe the 

reſpect I bave found among wellwillers to Loyalty, 

bath counterpoiſed all the unkind uſage I have met with. 

And I ſhould not at this time in the leaſt murmur at my bei 

openly traduced by the Pen of 4 Licentions Libeiler, but thar 

friends are made to. partake in the intended Infamy, and 

2 Ted the being no Proteſtants, in being my friends. Which 

thing J bope jo s my expoſtulating the matter with my ar- 

 Cuſers, what it is I am chargeable with, that looks like Popery, 
at a time very inconvenient to be ſuſpetted of it. 
I ads confeſſe, Incver was 4 Friend 'toa Toleration of Diſ- _ 
ſemers of what denomination ſorver, in their open and darins 
rranſgreſſun of the Laws. Now, if füt this f muſt be Popiſh 
then by rule of Contreries, the Papiſts that were lately Execu- 
red ſhould be Proteſtants, for were zealous for 4 Tole- 
ration :- and ont of them declared at his Tryall, that they in- 
rended not the A of Popery by the Kings death, but 
4 Toleration. I kyow t Papilts eve onely for a Toleration 
or their own ends, nor were. any other that I ever heard of, 
2 for it, than till their turn were ſerved by it. 
at this day take more Liberty than I am ſure the Law al- 
lows them, would not Tolerate in the late times their Lawfull 
| King his own Chaplains, nor his Subjects the uſe of the Com- 
mon-Prayer in their own houſes, nor the Clergy that read it, 
725 f their own to live in. And I know the end the Pa- 


a.) 


} | piſs: propoſed by a Toleration is as unlike the mean, as one 
> e to . other, for what * 
e 2. as WE 


2 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 4 
* & Toleration, to the Popiſh Inqui ſitiun? andthe err- 


ain profpett I bad of the din ive 7 2 9 
— in an Inquaſh 2 4 3 is Poe ot 43 
from ſome projetting Papiſts fi 2 5 
Government, I do ſolemly 3 fo be che 2 2 jo 2 
8 3 7 p FX = 
nd of t tion, if it were athing to r and bs be 
rs 1 fend Felt og deyable — * ze av. 4 
ſhauld nor need 
rw — 7 hows mg ha ren heard of, bh 7 i 
2 to preach pe ne fi 77 af ever tho k. 
5 Work as to prov flock,o ure, ſo 
ſerve it from being — of Values, and ts He 744 f 
Zo Pee fo Tags. Fo for the rack of of Preghing people: to Church, 
do 18? when they will neither came to. the houſe 
775 nor * ours, nor receive an with the reſpect owing their 
aftours into their own houſes, This pats me in mind uf 
Archimedes his undertaking to remove the Earth, which he 
could not do, Without a place % plan bis E nes m. No mort 
cam we preach people to Church, though we 7 more pratti- 
cable, than to remus the Earth, till « rhe igned, ws for it. 


The * in publick, is not inferiaur by 


thoſe who 2 to what Di enters have in their private 
, apartments, but we cannot preach by the Law in any place, to 
any n number of them, where Common-Prayer is not read, and 
this makis the dull Earth-it will not wy, So that the coun- © 
425 to > Garg — 2 more. proper at x oe N | 
e Wit; Sub ſeri ptiant, Oaths of Canonicall | 
2 9 aur ſelves, and me heve no 
Pepe to do it for us in the Church of England. But whence is 
i the Gore Poor & Jo. fighefull ? The thing pretended 
i, that it is Pogiſhy __——— a compiled by chem whe were 
burnt for Pruteſſan had they net been ſo ſerved, it is 
10 I whether they would have preſerve down 
22 5 the repar e for 22 24. ſacks 
cation o onment, 9922 fi 
Inga 3 of the 3 f. 
in tht late 2 af 


for none of theſe tryals, and yet though they perf 2 2 4 


iu the defenet © 


fly. the Church of England 7 


0 name 56 true Pro- 


* on ren, tun 
0 
| feos is worth the er . whe we are told of the Excel- 
| 8 Bramhall, b) 
how 5 ter 
be putes on the behalf of the Proteſtant. 
2322 — ts Iced ſed the Pupiſts in Flanders, that they 
vo longer permit him there-the leaſt uſe of their Libra- 
ries,” the Biſhops Journey being known to the Papiſts, : = 
his picture before him into Spain, that ſo ſoon as the 
came where the Inquiſction. took, place, he was ſaluted dy the 
Mom of the Im, by his name; he deſiring to know, hom ſhe 
came by bis name, ſhe told him that ſhe conld alſo ſhew him his 
pilturt, and thut there were moro of them upon the Road, and 
_ her Husband had 4 7" to apprehend him, and 
arry bim before the Inquiſitors. I ſi proſe hes if he had been 
mere and put to death, be mi {bk have had the good luck 
to hive bern accounted a Proteſtant ;, and whence was it, that 
— the ſuart with his life, Ar. Baxter in his Grotian 
„ could have the heurt to repreſent lum to the world, 
fr pee Popiſhly inclined ? Who would not judge by this 
* uſage ſogree as oper of Peer „ that let men do what 
can that way of ho the Church of England is 
* e s ? And then how ſtrangely was 
| » a late Aft of Þ Parliament, to make the receiving 
if the 355 ament according to the uſage of the Church of En 
land, be Shibboleth, rs diſtinguiſh a Proteſtant from a Papift > 
Now, if the being of the Church of England makes us no Pro- 
— it muſt be upon the occont of ſome fundamental miſ- 
carriage in our v on, which was not in other Reformed 
— who were firſt called Proteſtant, and what that was, 
ir be this, NT reſiding regularly, we are utterly at 
7 about it: Ou Church' was Reformel at the firſt by the 
Cor and ConduFt of our Lawfull Governours, in the way the 
Church was Reformed in the Reign of the good King 
ekiah, and the 2 not been 4t- 
| rainted of any wat — 4 rime vo this but m, I 
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intending to travell into 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. W 
&now, our Adverſaries will be aſhamed at leaſt to ſay they dif 
1 in our Church and Cler - If they a2 it, g f | 
reſolved (to uſe the words of ob.) That our r 4 
in this matter, which we account our Glory, we will hold and 

will not let it go. And I do beartily wiſh, that al ſober 


perſons who have any Intereſt in the men of this Age who do ſo 55 


angely confine. and diftinguiſh about Proreſtamti ſme, mould 
Joe e them by all means Ee ods Church of England * 
the firſt ſhare ar leaſt in the Proteſtant Religion, betauſe of 
2 ant of the men of her Communiom, as they 2 
cep up t „ ion of it; For, if they may not 
be permitted to be Proteſtants, where are Proteftents to be 
found of any other Communion in theſe Nations, upon whom the 
Late Rebellion, and the many diſmall conſequences F it, the 
ine, Perjury, Sacriledge,, Murthers, and the Ning hor- 
id Murther too, awed ? And how anan werably 
ches muſt the Proteſtant Religion fe, reproach and fc 
For all theſe things all the world over ? But it is ſuggeſted that 
the Clergy o . are parte per * Po- 
piſh 214 be uery ſtrauge, when 2 
haue all the Lews, pgs yoni Ye 70g Oath to - 
abſerve tbem; If they lee there are ſome who do not ah ſervy 
theſe Laws, then baby are under the Oath of God to 3 it, 
and will vote theſe — Proteſtants, how bravely have t 
vided for the Proteſtant pony to lodge it amon Juch 
as they imagine pr hope ere Dy Nemblers- with Ged. aul the 
World ? 
I am ſorry for the occaſion given me ta reflet as I do 
cheſe "on and it 2 — N 22 — 
but imprudent men will thus di FHnguiſh" about Prot antiſme ; 
But theſe imprudent b how once ww Ice o tk 
t 


things and 729 Popiſh wren 
inconſutering Fulgar paſs + . N F 
xities, it's enough to mals 4 man ſpeck, 10 7 ae ng - 
zempt ir the ſecand time in the ſame method 

grains I hope will be allowed me, in ſpeaking * "RY, 

cauſe of the Indignatian I may juſtly have to. be ſo mi —. 
ted to the world & Lam; it is but & year yet e ef 
JO" 2 for Jeſuits, Nu 0 bis Majeſties, Procla- 


mation, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


mations. wirhin three weeks afier which I was allied 
four men mith Swords avid Piſtols, being at ſupper in my 4. 
lorſe; what their deſign was 1 could never yet — But if / 
had not e ee back door, 1 believe they woula 
have made me a $5 ns Ton are my witneſſes, — — 
Iy Tconcurred wi u about the 2 22 in 7 ſetting up 

2 Tacke Cour 3725 oving of it) for the laſt . 
half y ear in Sudbury, Move we met with 4 very kind reception 
from 1 Mag . — of that Town from rſt to ts left We agreed. 
upon that plate becanſe of the Papifts there are in the ad- 
cent T. onns, and I am not « amed to let it be known that 

_ deſign ly this. Lecture was not the bare oppoſing. of 
5 e to e 1 5 it were poſſible,a better underſtan- 

en Ui and Diſſenters of other Perfwaſions, whioh if 
= SI rcted pur the Nation over, would be the certaineſs 
ay te defeat all Romiſh deſigns that are on foot againſt us. 

1 am not ſo vain, as to imagine, that this little rr 
of my ſelf will ſatisfie vil minded men, Nay, I rather ſuſ- 
pett it peeafi other Libel, but I am adviſed to 22 
— . Herb H © (for „ 

ſhould not be alittle vindicated. Now, I hope, it may 7 
infiſe e F not to am e all replies, onely ro 
2 g to e. thin 2 


— — ner) Frey hah who do not ſeem to be men 


if they had had any conſiderable thing a- 

. 221 (hc armory _— Kae 
3. — made in Michaelmas Term 78. 

r A1. 7 it ies in quiet, onely 

. 

Jary, and it mig — — ftill for any there 

i in it, for in the leaſt contra 

| 2 bene 225225 . Tury did not 

2 14 __ in 

theſe hy ns 1 Seſſions 221 wich ar che ac- 


the Magiſtrates of Ipſwich 
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'GALAT. III. r. 


Op fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you 
that you ſhould not obey the truth, before 
whoſe eyes Feſus Chriſt hath been evidently 
ſet forth Crucified among you. 


= * O ſooner had the bleſſed Labourers in 
| A the Goſpel, the holy Apoſtles, ſown the 

| good Seed thereof, in all the places where 

they came, but immediately the Enyious One did 

ſow his Darnel: now as Darnel, Tares, and Weeds 
being more natural to the ſoy], have the greater 
nouriſhment from it, and by this advantage grow 
aud ſpread fo faſt, that the good Seed is in danger 
of dme and quenched by them; even ſo 

did the Tares of falſe Doctrine, proſper in all the 
Churches of the 1 ſuch Doctrines 
being more cot ſoyl of mens depraved 


| ngenial to t 
natures, and as ſown at firſt by the Envious 
One, ſo promoted and cheriſhed in them with 
his utmoſt induſtry ; they thrive indeed fo faſt 


1 . by theſe advantages, that the Apoſtles thought it 


not ſafe to let them alone, for the leaſt time, but 
did inſtantly apply themſelves to the weeding of 
them out. As we ſee it's our Apoſtles care with re- 
gard to the Churches of Galatia, to which be di- 
_ - res this Epiſtle. Obſerving of them, that they 

had been troubled fo far, — whom he wiſh- 
| | CR | eth 


8 N 0 Er, e f 
| nay , the ay 5 Nay rs mm 

the weak, a 
which they had h Jan | 

which eduBion of — 
of Faſcination; and 
2 that had been in ill h 

upon by witchcraft, he begins h his how Chem 

herein 46 he doth in the words of re, 
wherein we have theſt things conſiderable. 
Fuſt, 8 ub the Apoſtles reprehenſion, | 


hdly,.T The * of the . 
Their defection from the Trutn. 


Thbirdly, 88 of the deſeckiotrin a 


the laſt Words, is, That they had had a clear 5 
and manifeſt diſcove! 99 2 e Trutb 
vn 2 Wy , at ſuch time us 

Golpel was pena ig, Yo ans ** 
eyes Jeſuv C hath 


To ang of the 1 firſt of Ta: 
1 the Matter of it, their deſe - 
ion from the Truth, into 'a very great eren; 
the holding of Circamcifion , and the Ceremonies 
which the Apo cal, fe mate ome | 

t calls, 2b. 0 0 

Chriſt „ and a deni of bis being come in 

the fas ; "Th & things confdered together we do 


1 ral, we are taught" it inthe firſt and fecond Chap- 
q ' ters of the AF of the Apoſtles : in the firſt Chap- 


2h h 


7] 


= + IF 
lam from ths Seripvure, That particular Clarches . 


. 
In che che hawdting of which p opoſition, I vill on 
ns e 2 we a particular: 


4 = ho proceed tis nies, ws eby it may 


be made to l ſach a Church is fallible. 
What we are to underſtand by Church in gene- 


ter the fiſteenth Verſe, we read that the number of 


| Nemes together, ( Apoſtles and Diſciples) were 
about 120 which being increaſed, (as we — in 


the next Ch 5 a very great number, by. Pe- 
ters Sermon, we farther 1 


e bat they continued 
3 the Apoſtles doFrine, and fellowſhip, and 
| == of bread, and in preyers; and ſo conti- 

„they are called a Church, for it follows, the 
2 added daily fo the Church fuch as ſoould be 


* the Scripture, a Church may be duly de- 
| rides, a Company of Believers united together in 


the Profeſſion ot the ſame Faith, Adminiſtration of 


1 ; ü Sacraments, and Celebration of the ſame 


1 under their lawſull Governours. Now 
as to what we mean by particular Churches, if we 
look i into the Scriptures, we ſhall find, that when 
| ty ſpeak of any Country 1 the Goſpel had 
been preached, they mefition the Churches of that 
Country. Thus we. read of the Churches of Judea, 
Cilicie, Syria, and Gatatia; becauſe of the ſeveral 
© Congregations in thoſe great Countries, each ha- 
ving its particular Biſhop over it, and thereby be- 


coming a particular Church. And again in the holy 
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. Seriprarey, becauſe of the 3 of theſe. 
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1 ch to his own 
e Governour: wird Cs uche 15 


|  fingle 
Churches; ſo "Il the * of all Cities,and 0 
Nations under heaven, may be reduced to the ſame} 
fingle denomination of Church, in relation to one 
ſupreme Governour of chem ali, which is the no- 
tion of the Church we mention in our Creed, the 
Catholick, or Univerſal Church: The J 
Church is called ſo, becauſe all other Churches 2351 
members of itzand whereas every particulat Church 
- hath its own particular ſypreme Governour upon 
earth, the Univerſal Church hath no-other one park g 
ticular Head, that we read. of, either in the $ by 
tures, or in the Writings of the Ancient 'Fathers, 
but what ſhe hath in heaven, even our Lord Jeſia 
* the chief Biſnop of out Souls. 3 
| ow to ſhew that particular Churches are F alli 3 
ble, I ſay particular Churches; for of the Univer- 
fal Church it cannot be affirmed, that remaining, 
when any particular Church erreth, in thoſe parts 
that do not erre , whether they be more or lefs.. ; 
That a particular Church may A — errour, it 
may ſerve for one argument to perſwade us of it, 
_ * to conſider what it conſiſts of; now what confiſts * 
ſuch a Church of, but Perſons all Fallible, Head and 
Members being all fiofull and ſo, unable to ſecure 2 
themſclves from defection 3 and where the integral. 
W what ean the whole he that ene: 


- | of them? we cannot imagine that they are any 
\ other in union than what they are ſeparately con- 
| ſidered 3''every Member being fallible, it cannot be 
natural to the Body made up of them, to be other 
wien and the Body,the Church then, that lays claim 
tothe prerogutive of Infallibility, muſt do it upon 
the account of ſpecial ſupervenient Grace, and be 
able when called to it, to ſhew their Patent for ic 
| fromthe Donor of it. | SEP 
* Now whereas the Church of Nome doth very 
much inſiſt upon this prĩviledge; and contend for 
it, and that very earneſtly, and not without very 
great cauſe; it will not be amiſs to conſider here 
what it is that Church produceth as a Grant or Pa- 
tent for this wonderfull priviledge, her being in- 
= veſted with it. 5 88 | 
"= And firſtof all, they much inſiſt upon that pro- 
mie of Chriſt in the fourteenth of 8. 2 the fix- 
2 teenth Verſe, where he tells his Diſciples, I wil 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter that he may abide with you for ever which 
Scripture, were the Proſelytes of that Church al · 
- _.” lowed the Bible in their Mother tongue, and there- 
by able to ſee how the promiſe is conditioned, and 
 . reſtrained in the ioregoing Verſe, and the Verſe 
# - that follows, they would poſhibly have as much to 
doc tv perſwade them, as us, of their Churches Infal- 
Hbility, from that Text. For if according to their 
3 5 ee rn Infallib _ tage I de- 
pends upon the Popes Infallibiliey, in confirming: 
> Councils, and his unerring — 
depends upon this Promiſe, the Promiſe being ſo 
Conditional as it is, they muſt give us leave to ſtay 
Gr ſatisfaction, how their Popes anſwer theſe Con- 
Xt 83 ditions, 


A del le, — 
— d is made the peculiar. 
— of whoſe Conver/atian , as the A- 
poſtles words are, #: in Heaver 3 but how the 
—— — — 
theſe their own Hiſtorians, Onaphriar, 


and Platima 1 
Again, it is eng by che tour of þ 
the whole Chapte Chapter, this 3 N 3 
ples our Saviour was then ſpeaking ta, and it 1 
Ea after made good to them: Toe let the 
maxifis imagine it to: be made in the moſt pecu 
le manner td their Church that may be 3 I con- 
cerve the promiſe of Gad's Spirit to ſend a Church  ..} 
into all truth, is then performed, when ſufficient © 
direction is afforded in the things neeeſſary to be 
believed and done of Chriſtians. - But may not e 
Church be thus led, and yet not follow > abd in 
caſe ſhe doth not follow the leading, ſhe as cer - 
— 4 in errour, as the man continues in dark = | 
out of a dark 


the open Sun, un, _ mm ans 404 and- will 
here, nor 
T S on th ES 2 
any ot pirit, to * 
into all truth, whether they will or no; now if a. 
man have never. © whalhble- a Guide in his jour - 
ney, if he will only take bis own way, and go 


counter to * . 
5 and 
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Guide,” e 
truths 3 av that mages are not to be worſhip- | 


ped that the Communion. is to be received in both 


that Prayers and Praiſes are to be perfor. 
nies homes roagnrs but * 
Jom as they are led, they muſt. erre as their An- 
oeſtors have done for many generations, let them 
talk what they will of being ſecured by this or any 
other promi of Infallibility. 
Another they inſiſt upon, is that in 
_ the 1 I. 3. 15. That thow mayeſt know how thor 
' owghreſt to behave thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which 
ir the Charch o 7 0 living ] God, the Pile and ground 
of the trath. : here the Church being called the Pil- 


. "iran of the truth, the Propoſer, and Pre- 


the truth, ſhe muſt be: Infallible : Thus 


3 —— expounded generally by the Nn 
” - ajſt;, and thus they lay it 2 foundation of their 


ity 3 but now if we admit of an Ellipfis 


8. — «rien a frequent figure in the holy 


Scripture, and without which we are not able to 
make any ſenſe of ſundry Scriptures, there is not 
the leaſt oting from this Scripture for the _ 


. ches infallibility, for thus the words, cvAG. | 


Soghomet, Pillar and nd are affirmed of 
by, and not of the Church, and then the rn is 


only this, That thou mighteſt know how — 
hy ſelf in he Houſe of God, which is the Church 
the living God, as a Pillar and ground of the 


truth. Now to ſhew the frequency of this figure, 


I might mention ſandry Scriptures ws where it is uſed, 


as 


leib ef dr Fans Er "wick. is often 

ſtood, and not expreſſed, as in the firſt. 

the Lord's Prayer, 6.0 Sear, where &» is und 
 Nood. Now the words thus expounded,” tl ey at 
_ direction to Timothy, to behave. himſelf in the © 
Houſe of Jod, the Church of the living God, 
becomes a Pillar of the truth, ot he being a Pillar 


of the truth; and it is well-known, the title Pillar 


is; elſewhere. given the Rulers of the Church, as *-: 
Gal. 2. 9. and Rev. 3. 1a. and it is readier by far 
to conceive the Apaſtle aſcribing the title to ins- 
— than to the Church, as Mr. Chi > 
erves, becauſe the Church is here certainly valle 
Houſe; and to be called Houſe, and Pillar, and 
23 Kr 77 3 cxpotiion = 
But waving this very e e expo 3 
and let oh; words, Pillar and «beafir- 
med of the Church, why muſt the Qhurch | meant 
.of the Church of Rowe, and not of Epheſav where 
Timothy was Biſhop ? But farther grant them this 
© alſo, that this Scripture. {j of the Church of 
Rome, and that the Church of Rome is peculiarly -! 
the Pillar and ground, that is, the E the 
Preſerver, and the bolder of 1 _ — «Þ 
but the — and _ 


12 1 7 ig not — — have cheſe 
; mn : 


OD (9) 

Qions , and that they neceſſarily diſcharge 
ſuch offices, and cannot do otherwiſe, but becauſe 
they ought to be endowed with ſuch gifts, and it 
is much their duty to diſcharge ſuch offices. And 
thus the Church of Rome, as all other Churches are, 
is by duty, the Pillar and ground, and Buttreſs-of 
truth, that is, the Propoſer of all neceſſary truths, 
-and the Cong of all errour; this, I fay, ſhe is 
by duty bound to be; but yet ſhe may neglect and 
fail in the duty, and be in fact the teacher of er- 
rour, for any thing there is in this Scripture to the 
contrary. I ſuppoſe it was as much the duty of the 
Church of the Jews, as it is of the Roman Church 
to propoſe nothing but the truth, and that there 
is as much to be ſaid for the Infallibility of that 
Church, as any other; and the Papiſts muſt 
needs ſuppoſe it, ſeeing they make the Iufallibility 
of that Church a medium to prove their own by 
and indeed we find in _ — of _—_ _ the 
regard was very t, the Jews were obliged in to 
all the — 5 Church, in all — of 
Controverſie, Deut. 17. 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12. the 1/rae- 
lites were commanded upon pain of death in all 
hard matters to repair to the Prieſts in Council, ia the 
' place which God ſhould chooſe, and to abide by their 

.determinations. And ſeeing what they delivered 
was to be regarded in this manner, it was certain! 
their duty to be very wary in what they delivered, 


and to tell the People nothing but the truth. But 

if they were Infallible, how neceſſarily muſt the 

Papiſts juſtify the Fews in accounting the Bleſſed 

Jeſis an Impoſtor, and Judas a good Common- 
wealths man for the betraying of him? 

Now to propound Argument, 8 

| all 


n Bs 1 
. ſhall be this; If particular Churches have fallen into 
errour, then ſuch Churches may ſtill be accounted 
Fallible; but it hath often happened that ſuchh 
Churches have fallen into errour, and thereſore 
we have no reaſon#*o think any other of them at 


this day 3 this Argument is — ed upon that 
undeniable Maxime, ab eſſe ad poffe valet conſequen- 
tia. Now that fich Churches have erred, beſides 
what we have in the Text to this purpoſe, we have 
more inſtances in the ſecond and third Chap. of the 
Revel. of St. Fohn; the advice is conſiderable to 
this purpoſe , which # given the Church of S- 
di, Rev. 3. 3. Remember therefore how thou beſt re- 
ceived and heard,and hoid faſt 5 which advice plain- 
ly implies her deſection through errour, for reme- 
dies are always adapted to the diſeaſe, the remedy 
then preſcribed the Church of Sardis being her re- 
membrinp what ſhe had received and heard, and 
her holding of it faſt for the future, ( an Exhorta- 
tion - frequently given with regard to found do- 
Qrine ) her diſeaſe muſt be her defeQion from the 
doctrine ſhe had formerly heard and received into 
errour ; but we meet with much more this way in 
Church Hiſtory : We read chat in the days of. the 
Emperours, Con ſi antius and Valens, even the whole 
viſible Church did Arrianize, that it grew into a 
Proverb , Athanaſius againſt tbe World, and the 
World againf} Athanaſius The Councils of Ms/- 
lain, and Sirmium wich were Arrian, were ſab- 
ſcribed by the heads of ſundry Churches, fo that to 
alledge particular Churches have not erred, it is 
great impudenee to do it, becauſe it oontradicts fo 
many undeniable teſtimonies of all Hiſtorians. 
Now to conſider what reply it is the _ 
\ ma 


(11) 
make us here. Upon this Argument that Churches 
having erred they may erre, they retort upon us, 
that if the Church is Fallible, ſhe may have been 
deceived in delivering the Canon of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and have ſubſtracted from what is Canoni- 
cal, and delivered that for Canonical that is not, 
and then what certainty are they at, for what they 
believe, who ſo magnifie the holy Scriptures, when 
if the Church they have them by be deceivable, 
they are uncertain whether. or no they have any 
authentick Scriptures ? But now what is this any 
other than only a fallacious arguing, called, 2 di- 
Fo ſecundum quid, ad dictum ſimpliciter : For we 
affirm this fallibility only of a particular Church, 
whoſe witneſs is but-a ſmall part of the teſtimony 
that authenticates the Canon of the Scripture, the 
teſtimony in whole of this being only the concur- 
ring conſent of all Churches in all ages. If there 
were no Church but a particular Church of the 
preſent age to be relied on, their arguing. would 
amount to ſomething ; but ſeeing, there is another, 
and a far greater teſtimony, even Univerſal Tradi- 
tion, their arguing, (to uſe Mr. Chillingworth's re- 

ſemblance) is only, as if a man ſhould go about 
to perſwade us, that if the Vintage of France miſ- 
carry, we can have no Wine from France, and 
therefore if that Vintage miſcarry we can have no 
Wine at all, which every one muſt acknowledge to 
be a ſilly lame arguing. If a Brook be branched 
into ſeveral ſtreams,” and one proves muddy, does 
it follow that we can have no clean water by go- 
ing upwards-to where they are united, and come 
nearer to the Fountain head ? The ſtream of Rome 
is only a particular ſtream, and it runs muddy, very 

e C 2 muddy, 


&.- > 


muddy, and hath done fo for many Ages, and muſt q 


+ 


do ſo till a Commiſſion of Sewers can be by good 
authority granted for the cleanſing of it, for it is. 


much to be feared, the Pope and his Cardinals will 
never do it by agreement among themſelves. But 
go we up this ſtream to where it run purer in the 
four firſt Centuries of the Church, and where ir 
unites and agrees with the ſtreams of other Chur- 
ches, and more upward till , till we come to the 


Fountain, the. Primitive belief of the Univerſal | 


Church, and to this teſtimony we will ſtand , for 
the Canon of the Scriptures, and all other things 
of importance to be believed by us. 

But here it is farther objected bythe Papiſts, and 
it is that they make the greateſt noiſe with, that 
the-Canon of the Scripture being ſtated, the Church 
however that is not infallible, hath no way left 
her of deciding. infallibly all differences and. con- 
troverſies that may ariſe, about the interpretation 
of Canonical Scriptures. Seeing they cannot ſup- 
preſs the holy Scriptures, - which we may believe 
they would if they could, by their forbidding the. 
publiſhing of them in a known tongue , they en- 
deavour heartily, by this pretence of their ſole In- 
fallibility, to ingroſs (which would be as much to 
their purpoſe as the ſuppreſſing of them,) the ſole 
' Interpretation of them to their Church alone. 

Now there be three things ſuggeſted in this Ob- 
jection, to amuſe the Men they would Proſelyte, 
which. if we conſider them by themſelves, it will 
appear, there is nothing in the whole Objection, 
but chaff, to take young Birds with. 

Firſt, hey would inſinuate by this Ob jection, that 
there is an abſolute neceſſity of having all contro- 

verſies, 


: (13) 5 
verſies infallibly decided that may ariſe about the in- 
terpretation of difficult places in the holy Scriptures. 

Secondly, That it in the power of their Church 
to do it. 175 5 

Thirdly , That the Church that hath not this 
power, is at uncertainty in the Faith. 

Now as to the firſt thing pretended in this Ob- 
jection, If we look into the holy Scriptures never 
ſo wiſhly, we ſhall not find, that they do ſpeak at 
all of any ſuch neceſſity there is of having all con- 
troverſies infallibly determined, that may ariſe about 
the Interpretation of them; but on the contrary 
they call us off from turmoiling our ſelves in diſ- 


utes and controverſies, as an unprofitable exer- gb 13.9. 


ciſe. And. how can we imagine, that it indan- 

gers ſalvation to be ignorant in ſome controverted 
points, when we find the Apoſtles after they had 
received the Holy Ghoſt in ſo wonderfull a man- 
ner, as they' did upon the day of Pentecoſt, to 
lead them into all truth, ignorant themſelves and 
under miſtakes, about a revealed truth, viz. the 
preaching of the Goſpel to the Gertziles ; and the 
opinion that they were to preach the Goſpel only 
to the Jews, prevailed among them, till ſuch time, 
as St. Peter by his Viſion and Corneliuss Conver- 
fion, was clearly convinced of the contrary. 

For the ſecond thing pretended, that it is in the 
power of their Church to interpret infallibly all the 
difficult places that be in the holy Scriptures; The 
vanity of this pretence is ſufficiently ſhewn, onely 
by rolling them, that they have not given the world 
any proof of any ſuch admirable faculty belonging 
to their Church; and would ſuch a Light as this 
be put under a Buſhel ? _— ſuch a Talent as this 

; 3 lie 
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lie buried among them? It were enough, were there 


any ſuch thing as modeſty and ſhame among them, 


to make them give over their vain gorying, to 
mas Com- 


hear the Profoundeſt Expoſitors of the 

munion, acknowledge themſelves ignorant of the 
meaning of divers places in the holy Scriptures, and 
for want of certainty, paſs their ſeveral Conjectures 
upon them, and ſwell their Comments upon the 
Scriptures into numberle Volumes, none of which 
they dare Vote Infallible. 

I they have this Infallibility among them, could 
they imploy it better, than by writing one infallible 


Comment upon the whole Bible? for what a benefit 


would this be to the Chriſtian World ! how might 
men by the reading of this one, ſpare the time 


— men wanne 
vg 
em 
1 * 


ſpend in reading the infinite fallible Comments, and 


beſtow it upon their Souls in- far more ſerviceable 
performances? They who hold the Pope whilſt he is 


in his Chair, to be Infallible,how worthy and bene- 


- ficial a thing would it be for them, to held him 
there, from day to day, till he had Writ a Com- 


ment upon the whole Bible, we might ſafely abide 


by as Infallible ; as Aron, and Har Moſes 


to fit down, and held up his hands, till the Awale- 
kites were deſtroyed ; this would be a quick and 


ſpeedy way, to put to the rout all the Amalekzte 


Errours and Hereſies they ſo complain of: but 
whileſt no ſuch thing is done, it's nothing but im- 
pudence in them to vaunt it as they do of fuch an 
excellent Gift , that lies idle om them, and 
that they employ not in ſome ſuitable projects. 
For the third thing this ObjeQion inſinuates, 
which is, that the Church that hath no Infallibilicy, 
heth no ſure footing, as they call it, for „ 
; | +4 


(15) 
by they endeavour to repreſent all Proteſtants to 
heir Proſelytes, for -a Company of filly faithleſs 
rk ; = 
To this we rejoyne, that for the things we pro- 
poſe as neceſlarily to be believed, we are upon the 
fame certainty with themſelves. That the Scrip- 
cures fre the-word of God, 'and that all the things 
contained in them be conſequently true, we have 
the undoubted , becauſe a never denied Tradition 
from that time to this, of the mighty Miracles 
whereby their Divinity was firſt vouched to the 
world; and what ever words they may uſe about 
it, I believe this is all the certainty the Ro-aniſts 
themſelves have in the ſame thing. Now if they 
have the ſame for the points wherein they differ 
from us that have no footing in the holy Scriptures, 
a certainty thus grounded npon umverſal Tradi- 
tion;concerning the proof of their Divinity, though 
we do not call it Infallibikty, it ſhall prevail with us 
to be of the ſame mind with them in theſe points; 
but though we do not brag of Infallibility, we are 
ſo much for certainty, that we expect firſt to have 
this tradition well proved to us, but they are ſo 
well adviſed as not to inſiſt upon any ſuch Tradi- 
tion-z and here it would be conſidered, what it is 
then they would perſwade us by into a belief of all. 
the Doctrines of their Church. We call to them, 
as well we may, for good proof of the Doctrine of 
the a per _ Church, = a — 
point, and t uild a great weight upon it, and 
therefore it . ſure, they offer us no 


Miracles, we read nothing of it in the holy Scrip- 

ture, ſhall we take their word for their. Infallibility, 

and upon the account of their Infallibility a” 
| a 


(16). 


all their other doftrines? they do as good as ſay ir z ; 


for when we call for proof, they tell us we muſt con-* Fo 
ſult God's viſible Church with. ſubmiſſive acknow- - 


ledgment of her infallibility. - A very compendious 
way of proof, we muſt believe them Infallible becauſe 
they ſay it, and take it purely upon the credit 
of their Church ; to which Bea in his Comment 
upon theſe words of St. Pauls to Timothy, the Pil- 
lar amd ground of the truth, make this very apt re- 
ply, taking notice of the brags and gloryings of 
the Church of Rome, from that and other Scrip- 
tures, about her Infallibility, and when called up- 
on for ſome ſubſtantial proof of it, all her boaſting 
dwindles into her own Infallible teſtimony , he 
concludes, Who ever tool a known Whores word in 
commendation of her own honeſty > L 

Now for the other thing we have in the Text, 
the aggravation of the Galatians defection from the 
truth they had firſt received. 

The Apoſtle ſharpens his reprehenſion here from 
the conſideration of the clear underſtanding that 
had been given them of the ſum of the Chriſtian 
\ — — upbraiding them with it, that Chriſ#:Cru- 

cified had been formerly as convincingly declared a- 
mong them by his Preaching,as if he had been ſet be- 
fore their eyes nailed to the Croſs 'gmong them, as 
the Learned Dr. Hammond gloſſeth upon the words. 
They had been rightly informed in the way of Sal- 
vation, Chriſt, and him Crucified, and that they 
ſnhould be -impoſed upon fo far as to expect it in 
any other way, as by the works of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, now made void by Chriſt; the Apo- 
ſtle is ſo offended with them for it, as to reproach 
them with the titles of fooliſh, and . 
| ons: 


OR "(23 F 
ſons: whence we may fairly raiſe this obſervation. 
+ - That it is a great reproach to thoſe, who after 
clear evidence of the true Faith profeſſed in the 
Church they belong unto, do make defection from 
it. Undoubtedly th Apes indignation, had ne- 
ver elſe been raiſed to this height againſt the Gala- 
tians, to beſtow upon them the titles he doth, for 
their inconſtancy tothe Faith he had newly groun- 
ded them in. ; 

That which here would be 2 to is this, 
What is it, that Men may fatisfie themſelves by, 
that they are of that Church, that hath the true 
Faith profeſſed in it 3 that is, all thoſe Doctrines 
that are of neceſſity to be believed in order to fal- 
vation ? For — here, we are to conſider, 
what it is we may duly account the only ſtandard 
of this true Faith; for which our Church in the 
Sixth- Aiticle of Religion, teaches us to have our 
recourſe to the holy Scriptures in theſe words. Holy 
Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
| ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that 
. be believed as - 722 f _ or be 
thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſalvation. ich 
ſition, Hed able by good reaſoning from — 
ture, and Antiquity, to make good againſt all op- 

tion, our Church receiving and teaching all 
that for truth, that either directly, or by good con- 
ſequence, is delivered to us in holy Writ ; we may 
confidently infer, that they who injoy the bleſſing 
of the Communion of the Church of Exgland, they 
are ofthat Church, that hath the true Faith profeſ- 
ſed in it. : | 
Now to make this out againſt thoſe who main] 
| D oppole 
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but it may be done from a principle wherein they, 


and we are agreed, . which is, that the holy Serip- 
tures are of Divine Authority. This, I think, they 


do agree with us in, that the Scriptures are o Di- 


vine Inſpiration, only they will not allow them 
to contain in them, a ſufficient direction in all 
things needſull to ſalvation, without the ſupple- 
ment of their Tradition; nor will they allow any 
ſenſe legitimate, but what is made ſo by the In- 
terpretation of their Church; which two Poſts 


were they able to maintain, they might deſervedly 


blame us for not adhering to all their determina- 
tions. But as to the firſt, that very Text beats them 
from it, where it is ſaid, that 41 Scripture is giver 
by Inſpiration of God; for where the Apoſtle ſaith 
this, he withall aſſures us, 2 Dim. 3. 15. That the 


boly Scriptures are able to make a man wiſe unto ſat. . 


vation : which they cannot be ſaid to be, except 
they afford us a ſufficient direction in all the things 
of neceſſity to be known, and done, in order to 
falvation ; one Effect may have divers Cauſes con- 
curring to the producing of it, and every Cauſe can 
onely be accounted able, that doth what belongs 
to it in the way of cauſality it is to operate in; and 
fo that the Scriptures are faid to be able to wake 1 
wiſe unto ſalvation , it implies, that they are able in 
their kind, and according to what uſe they are ap- 
pointed to ſerve to us, in the work of our ſalvation. 
Now, St. Lxke, in the Preface: of his Goſpel, tells 


ſarely to be believed by ws; and this being the uſe 
they are given to us for, if they be not a full, but 
a partial Declaration only of the things to 81 

e | elieved 


us; they are given to be a Declaration of the thing: 
un 


£5, 
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believed by us, their being able implying , their 
— fo-rhetr kind, it cannot be affirmed of 
them, that they are able to make us wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion 3 but the Apoſtle is peremptory in it, that 
they ere able ſo that by good conſequence from 
this Scripture we are aſſured, that the holy Scrip- 
tures do contain in them a full Declaration of all 

the things needfull to be ſurely believed by us. 

' And what is conſiderable here, the Apoſtle affirms 

this of the Scriptures then in being; and what is 

ſufficient evidence that it. was his opinion, and the 

opinion of his Brethren, the Apoſtles, that they 

were thus able, though the Apoſtles were all gui- 

ded by an Infallible Sp irit, yet in all Controver- 

ſies, they never i upon their Infallibility, but 


= proved all things by the Scriptures 3 the Berears 
are cominended by the Apoſtles, for trying their Ad. 1. 


Doctrine by the Scripturesz and of Apollos it is 


ſaid, Ack, 18.28. that be mightily convinced the Jews, 


ad that publickly, ſbewing by the Scriptures that Je- 


ſ#s was the Chriſt - And herein the Apoſtles were 

the followers of their Lord and Maſter ; who al- 

ways convinced, and. baled the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees from the Scriptures , and offer to have it tried 

by. the Scriptures, whether he was the Meſ/zab or 

no, ſearch the Scriptures, for they are they who teſtifie 

- of mee 3 and he does not endeavour to ſatisſie the 


Diſciples of John, that he was the Meſſiab, from the Match. 11. 


Miracles themſelves that he wrought in the prefence + 5: 


of them, without 8 that it was ſo Pro- 
pheſied long before by Iſaiab, that the Meſſ#ah 
ſhould at his coming work ſuch Miracles, repeat- 
ing the very words of that Prophet in the 35 of 
1ſaich, ver. 5, 6G. Thus it was the conſtant way of 
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| Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without inſiſting at all u-. 


on their Infallibrlity, evermore to honour the ſuffi. 


ciency of the holy Scriptures : And in their foot- E | 


ſteps, ſhall we find all the Fathers of the firſt Ages 
of the Church walking, making their conſtant ap- 

eals in all Controverſies concerning matters of 

aith, to the holy Scriptares, St. Aſtis in his ſe- 
cond Book of the Chriſtian Doctrine, Chap. 9. is 
expreſs in it, That a# things appertaining to Faith 
and Life, are moſt evidently contained in the holy 
Scriptures. And therefore in his Book of the Uni- 
ty of the Church againſt the Doxatiſts, he hath theſe 
words, Non audiamwm, bac dico, bee dicks, ſed au- 
diamm, hec dicit Dominus, and then he proceeds, 
ſunt certi libri dominici, quorum authoritati , utrique 
conſentimus, ibi qutranns Eccleſiam, ibi diſtutiamns - 
canſam noſtram. Thus St. Aſtin ſends us to the 


Scriptures to find out the true Church, and the I 


Faith it is built upon, and not without good rea- 
fon, if the opinion of St. Chryſoſtom may weigh any 
thing with us, which we have in theſe words, in 
his 49 Homily, Nullo modo cognoſcitur que ſet vera 
Eccleſia, nift tantummodo per 18 'pturas 3 and in the 
fame Homily, Chriſtus mandat, ut volentes firmita- 


tem accipere vere fidei , ad nullam rem fugiant, niſt - 44 


ad ſcripturas. For that place the Papiſts inſiſt upon 
m om 5 75. 2 us an equal 
regard to Traditions, with the ho ures 5 con- 

cerning which Text, Carne tle ws q — 2 
eff ut Bie locus, quam diligentiſſimè explicaretur, &. 
" amuniretur ; this place is to be ſortiſied with all 
tmaginable care; for why, Traditions , ſaith he, 
heave greater force in them to confute Hereticks, 
(meaning Proteſtants ) than the Scriptures _ 


ae: 
An honeſt Confeſſion by the way, that Proteſtants 
are not to be worſted by their Church, by any 
weapons the Scripture affords them for it. But 


4 for that Text, the Papiſts do not offer us any rea- 


ſon, why we · ſnould believe, that the Traditions 
the Apoſtle mentions, are any other, than what 
are written in the holy . Scriptures, and there 
is nothing in the Context to the contrary ; 
and till they bring us good reaſons to the con- 
trary, we will not believe them to be any 
other Traditions, than what thoſe words of [re- 
næus induce us to account them, Lib. 3. Cap. 1. 
nod tumc preconiavernnt, poſtea per dei voluntatem 
in ſcripturis nobis tradiderunt; what the Apoltles. 
firſt Preached, by the will of God, they did af- 
terward by writing recommend to the uſe of 
the Church, in all future Ages. Now if theſe 
may be the Traditions here meant, there be none 
more for them than Proteſtants, for this confirms 
what we contend for, in the behalf of the ſuffi- 


. © ciency of the holy Scriptures. 


As to the other Allegation they infiſt upon, 
concerning the Interpretation, and Senſe of the 


IP holy Scriptures z affirming that no Senſe is legiti- 


mate, but what is made ſo by the Interpretation 

of the Church, by Church meaning no other but 
their own; ſo that though. we are to go to the 
Scriptures. onely for the true Faith, yet it is 
there ſo lockt up, that there is no coming at it, 
unleſs we have the Key of the interpretation of 
their Church along with us, to let us in to the 
right ſenſe and meaning of the Scriptures. In 
Anſwer here, we do acknowledge, that it is not 
the words, but the ſenſe of _ Scriptures, we are 
3 2 to 
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Tłͤ/ͥ0oÜ ; be ruled by, in our ſearch of neceſſary truths, 
1 but not the interpretation and ſenſe which the 
put upon them; we know not why we are to 
value their ſenſe any more than they do ours, be- 
| ng OR toſeek, how this Spirit of interpreting 


went fre 


ther Churches, to ſpeak by, and in the 
Church of Nome onely. We do not meet with 
it either in the Scriptures, or in the Antient Fa- 
thers, that it was ever acknowledged to be the 
right of the Church of Rome, to be the ſole In- 
terpreter of the holy Scriptures. We do honour 
the interpretation of the -Scriptures, given. by 
the concurring conſent of the Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church ; and the — — ſo expounded, 
giving us a full, and a clear Declaration 4 
ently _ the Tradition,or Interpretation of the 
Roman Church, of all the things to be ſurely be- 


lieved by us, we may warrantably conclude, ; 


| that the Church that receives, and propoſeth one- 
ly this Declaration, hath the true. Faith profeſſed 

in ĩt. | | 3 

And here we do add farther on the behalf of 

the Church of Exgland, that by the Scriptures thus 

e ed, there is nothing wanting in our 


Church ; that goes to the Conſtitution of 4 
Church. For befides that the Antient Apoſto- - - 


lick Faith is received, and taught 5 the Sacraments 
be duly miniſtred, according to pany of: Inſtitu- 
tion; all Devotions are appointed to be decently 
celebrated, and we are in ſubjection under our 
Lawfull Governours. And what goes more to 
the —ů— of a Church, — "wo; — 
int y Scriptures, as ex e the An- 
tient Father of the Church. nw 8 | 
| e 


= - ' Thegreatquartelwhich theRowenſſechave againſt 
us in thi 


. * backward, we may beſt expect, to meet with the 


"la 


- C937. 


| is matter is ; that we are not in Subjection 
under our Lawfull Governours, foraſmuch as we- 
difown any Juriſdiction the Church of Rome hath 
over us ; and there is no one thing they do more 
eagerly contend for, than their Pope's Juriſdiction, 
not over our Church onely, but over all the 
Churches of the whole World. Now becauſe they 
do make this a matter of Faith, and infiſt upon it 
fo mightily as they do, and that to no mean pur- 
poſes, this being the thing they mainly amuſe 
their Proſelytes with, to enflave them the more 
in the Communion of their Church; telling them, 
that it is onely by being in the Communion of 
their Church, that they are Catholicks, or Mem- 
bers of the Univerſal Church; and the thing alſo, 
whereby they warrant their Proſelytes of the In- 
fallibility of their Church: For all Arguments con- 
cerning the fallibility of particular Churches, have 
nothing in them againſt the Roman Church, if that 
Church be the Univerſal Church: 3 
This, I ſay, being the thing the Romaniſis put 
ſo much ſtreſs u it would be here inquired 
into; and confidering how much it is they glory 
of the b of the juriſdiction of their 
Church, one would think it ſhould be a matter 
whereof there never had been any doubt in the 
Chriſtian Church, eſpecially in the Ages neareſt 
the Apoſtles. And if we may fairly look ſo far 


true account of the Ancient Belief in this thing, 
in the Conſtitutions of the 4 firſt General Coun- 
eils. But alas, inſtead of meeting with any thing, 
that ſeems to favgur any. ſuch. pretended. Ju- 

| xiſdiction, 


""_ 


riſdiction, we meet with nothing, but what on 


- . the contrary proves it to be a of Nw appoinn, 


The ſixth Canon of the Council of Nice. 
that Ancient Cuſtoms ſhould be obſerv 
that the Patriarch of Alexandria ſhould: — 15 | 
— over the Churches of Bape » Lila, and + 
apolis, as it was the right b cuſtom to the 
ſhop of Rowe , to have Juriſdiction over the 
—— of the Weſt, belonging to bis Patriar- 
chate and in like manner, this and the next 
Canon of chat Council, aſſign the Patriarchs of 
Antioch and Jeruſalem their particular - Patriar- 
chater. And other honour than this, we do not 
find to be acknowledged to the Biſhop of Rome 
in the 4 firſt Councils : That he was Epyſcope 
prime ſedu, - Biſhop of the firſt See ; and that not 
by reaſon of any | t from Chriſt, but with re- 
gard to Rome s being the Head City of the Em- 
pire, as the 28 Canon of the Council of Chal- 
cedon is moſt expreſs | in it, in theſe words, A 
25 g,, f wiv rewlw , ac ir 
count, the ſame Canon gives aptly. = 
with the Patriarch of ha e ai e. of 
Conſtantinople, becauſe the City of * . 
was then honoured in like manner with Rowe, 
both with an Empire, and Senate, appointing 
the Patriarchate of Conſtantinople. to be acknow- 
ledged the ſecond after Rowe. Now as to the 
Popes ion over England , by his being 
— OR 
ever ſince t n, to give 
inſtance of one Act of uriſdiction be 
erciſed in the Exgliſd Church for 200 Je 
. and they are not able to do it, and not 
having 


3 (25) 
having, utiſdiction in all that time, he ſtands er 
cluded from having it to the worlds end, by 
- the 8 Canon of the Council of Epbeſen. To 
which Council the Biſhops oe. pealed 
ſrom the Patriarch of Antioch, becauſe it did 
ppear that that Patriarch had no right of Juriſ- 
Wa Cypriex Biſhops before that time, 
it was provided that he ſhould neither have it 
for the time to come ; and the Council in the ſame 
Canon provided, that no Biſhop ſhould invade 
anothers Province, where he had not had right ot 
Juriſdiction before that time, time out of mind, 
| giving a reaſon for it becoming the Diſciples of 
he Meek and Lowly Teſes, let his carriage here- 


in ſhould reſemble S,, Tp©. noma, the 


buffing pride of ſecular. Powers. This Council 
was held in the fourth Century: if the Biſhops of 
Rome had title to Exgland then, let them ſhew 
it; if they had it not t they are by this Coun- 
eil excluded” from the having of any Juriſdiction 
over us to the worlds end. We are not igno- 
rant what ſtreſs it is they put upon the third Ca- 
non of the Council of Sardica, which was no 
General. Council; and how. gladly they would 
have it -paſs for a Canon of the Nicene Council. 
Now all that that Canon provides, is onely this, 
that in caſe of difference between Biſhops, if the 
difference could not be decided within the Pro- 
vince, the memory of St. Peter if it ſeemed good 
to the Bi might be honoured by writing 
to Julius Biſhop of Rowe for his judgment in 
the controverfie. But what advantage. is this to 
the Biſhop of Rowe when he pretends his Juriſ- 
diction to be of Divine Right, to have 2 * 


1 


8 = 2 py ſanie esel to e 7 


Ina word, the 4 firſt Councils” * the Bi 
of Rowe no other honour or power bur that 
2 Rees whence we may cbnelude, that his 


nverſal Monarch was au unknown 


thing to o thiwy: for had it been known to them, 


their making of him a Patriarch, when Chriſt befote 


had made him an Univerſal Monarch, had much 


reſembled, and been every way as abſurd, as a Par- | 
liament's making! their Lawfull King a Major Oe. BY 


neral. 


to be canvaſed in the of Hemrs- the 
every Biſhop but one Lberibed the King's — 


3 and not mor ſo, 11 in 8 


that at the ſa ne time they e the Pop 
Supremacy , they burne Proteftants 3 . whence: is 

it thar they are tow {© eager for this one point, 
- that they could diſpenſe with Proteſtants in the 


other Articles for which 


" burnt them, 
provided — weuld bur. 


bribe to them in 
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When the point of the Pe e's Sa premacy came F 5 


(27) 5 
this belief with them; but till they reſdlve us, 
how it is poſſible that that point that was never 
dreamt of by the Primitive Saints and Martys, 
ſhould now become the great ſalvation point; 
they muſt excuſe us, if we: ſuſpect᷑ that they 
have onely a Plot upon us, mnch like that Si- 
aweor and Levi had upon the Sechemites , when 
they pretended Religion certainly, and their Souls 
ood , in perſwading them to be Circumciſed; 
when all their drift was, to get the Maſtery 
of them, to take their revenge upon them, and 
to poſſes themſelves of their Goods and Chat- 
tels: in like manner I fear it may truly be ſuſ⸗ 
pected, the main driſt of the Papiſts to be agreed 
and to be one People with us, ( onely as the 
| 2 were . * Circumciſed, we muſt 
acknowledge the Pope's Supremacy ) is this ; that 
having by the Maſtery again over us, they 
may have their hands in our Pockets again, and 
drain us as — of old of our Treaſure. 
| They ſhewed ſufficiently how burning hot their 
zeal was towards our welfare in the few years 
Queen Mary reigned, and had ſhe reigned lon- 
ger, it's likely, it would have been more enfla- 
med. Our Anceſtours felt ſo much of it in that 
little time, as hath ous their Poſterity cauſe 
ever fince to- pray From the tender mercies, of 
an Inquiſition; and the burning zeal of Papiſts, 
Good Lord deliver ws. 


Now to apply this to our ſelves that hath 
been fpoken, to ſhew what it is that men ma 
' _ Nitixfie themſelves by, they are of that Church 

that hath the true Faith ſſed in it. Foraſ- 
| E 2 much 


bo (a8) 
: mich 23 we ax here, 22 . the 


y. Scriptures as int rimitive. 
—— the Church of E- is a true 


Church,, teaching the Ange Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Faith 5. r in. which W 55 wan. 
ting, that to the Conſtitution of a Church, 
E. e be tbh hater of 
a Church in the holy Seriptures; and that we 
. have that evidence of it, that the miſchievous 
and ſly artiſices of all our Adverſaries is not able 
to overthrow ; the Repfehenſion of the Text 
lies as home againſt us, - as- againſt. the Gala- 
tian, if in the leaſt wy nas to. forſake this 
Churc and the Faith profeſſed in it, in ſuch man- 
0 75 * e eee the Fe Foe rn about 
to.do by viz. b acing 

Lpottolical © Tradition , 
Ti he 75 „ And for fuch 
we may. ſafely a the DoQrines and Cu- 
ſtoms. of. the Church of Rame wherein _ = 
fer. from us. It a 


that in ſuch; an Age big 25 . 
there ſhould be any fear of Mens being - 
ded and impoſed - upon ſo as to be in danger 

of this . ſeduction , and diſcourſes ' of this na- 
ture may be thought needleſ if not danger 
ous, as. tending onely to amuſe and | 
Men into fear, where no fear is, But His Ma- 
jeſty in his Proclamation, for a General Faſt, 
Feb. 4. 1673. acquainting us with the reſtleſs 


prafices of the Romiſh Recuſants threatning 4 2 W | 


werfiow both ef Church and State; and ha 


o many inſtances fince that time, not onely f 
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ſamptions of prevailing in rooting out the Pe- 
ſtiient Hereſie; as they are pleaſed to ſtile the 


Proteſtant Religion, we are I hope allowed to 


account it no needleſs Jealouſie, that too man 
are thus diſpoſed to be cheated and couzen 


of their Religion: For is it to be imagined, that 


if they did not meet with good Markets in Exg- 
land, and find Chap- men for their pitifull coun- 
terfeit Wares, to make Exchanges with to the 
Advantage of the Romar Church, we ſhould 
have ſo many Factours from. Rowe among us, 


chat it is much to be ſuſpected , we have ten 


Doctrine Fatours from Rowe , to one that 
Trades in any thing this Land affords? | 

bop 153 aforeſaid Proclamation Lr 
us to upon it as a judgment, we ſhould 
be in this —— from Rome ; and we may well 
look upon it as ſo, for a People to be fo far be- 
ſotted, or in the Apoſtles word bewitched, to 
ſorſake a Church where nothing is wanting that 
was believed in the Primitive Church, and where 


T, 


nothing to be believed by us, and 
that y to the 7 Canon of the Coun- 


eil of Epheſus, but what we meet with in the 
Ancient Creeds, and thoſe Creeds anely as the 
words of the eighth Article of Religion tun., 
becauſe they may be proved by good warranty 
of the holy Scriptures, to forſake this Church, 
for that wherein, if we believe not all that the 
Pope ſhall deſine to be a matter of Faith, we 

are Curſed of him, and in d: to fare worſe 
_ * from the Inquiſition, than all his Curſes can 
ac to, and if we do believe we run the dan- 


4 5 | che Curſe that is  threatned to. ſuch as. 


— 


And to conclude all in a ma W Exbortaion, 
As when the. hand erer . us in Other 
2 up unto bim 8 te * 2 — 

us, charge we our ES: as 
Ir alſo. — did _ take Jah at 

is People Iſraal, when: being 

from the Idolatries of En, they 
to return to it agam, and ;how. 


ſor Moſer's Int 
and ſay here, t 
bewitched, and | 
to us all> when-the —_ of Cod gives uner- 
preſs -inſtances for our aſſſicting our ſelves in 
838 2. 14. r 
is reproved;,; for having ſuch amongſt them as 
conn: oops = Dod; and Ver. 16. called to 
NS 3 Ver: bacnhe. rg of 
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1 | that iapderh.o,zake den be Gil; and fore" 


„ our, help in this; 28 in. all other du- 
des, is olf the Lords. Pray we heartily: for our 
ſelxes unto God that he would ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
and Fettle us, OI we may continue in the Pro- 

po ee Religion ſtedſaſt to the end ; with- 
out which we — vainly pretend to ſorrow 
for the defection others ; and whilſt God is 
pleaſed to cbntinue te us the true Religion, let 
us do our utmoſt endeavour to be true and firm 
ee 3 which we . pray for our own 


{ 


A here 4 me 3 to. recommend two 
thing to the care of all true Proteſtants, as the 
| wherein they may beſt expre their truth 
Airmneſs 40. theit Religion, and whereby they 

er e e ſted- 


OE 1Ogain's withqut which 
ee Church and our being of 


; they dx ted 219: wi 
Where was your Church before Lather ? bur 2 

our us we now: put 
Norte cu Chanh — at us, where 
e (Church now? was thete ever a Ce 


' without 7#-- 


ogether 'ſalemnly their 
fe tell them 8 ff 
u pick Wort "then they” upbr 
the may, with the Intle | 
of men have to come to 


Sermon, 
entitle them, as neither tid ie the Primitive Cu. 
ſtians, to the denomination of a Church.” it 


will permit their tes to come to Our Sermons 
would ear Meere eee e for tliat 
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4 «el it ( 5 all things according to the rules it 


Lu us that way , with an inoffenſive Conver- 
ation- 


And as that which may make us the more 
circumſpect in this im tant matter of ROY 
anſwe1 ly to our Reli igion, FD | 


f. Confider in the firſt place, - dia a bey 
gent it would be, for God to take away 
Light he hath ſet up amongſt us, by bleſſing 

us with the Proteſtant Religion, and to leave 
us agzin to the Education and Nurturing of the 
ity „ Fables, and Dreams of Monks and 


: rp And "what can fo provoke him to it, 
as not to uſe it to the purpoſes he ſends it, to 


mend and cleanſe our ways by taking heed un- 


diſturb the Peace of the Chureh, more 


to itꝰ but to abuſe it onely to hunt out for 


notions by it, to be able to diſpute and quar- 


rel about the Circumſtantials onely of Religion, 
and to defend ſome points that do generally 

they 
do edifie any member n“ 


Secondly, Confider we with our ſelves, that 
1 make us ſo ſteddy in our Religion, 


a the ys according to its Precepts, in -r7gh- Phil.2.16. 


teouſneſs true Boll ſts one 'Scripture recom- 
- mends tor us the holding forth the word of Life, 
and another commands the Golding of it faſt, 2 Time. 
3. Now he that deres the firſt Direction, 


1. x 
3 _l y God's grace code kimGifin that manner 


; his Life is a true Comment upon the word 
Life he hath.- into his heart, and doth 
hold*F forth , he takes the ſure way to the 
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it tescheth, nothing ſo fixeth it with us, 23 
when our Converſations are imbued with it, by 
our every day ptactice of it, and our obſerving 
with the ſevereſt care all the duties it directs us, 


Thirdly, Conſider we that in this way of li- 
ving up to the rules of our Religion, we can 
onely put our ſelves under hopes that God may 

have mercy of us, and ſtill continue it untous: 
as the holding of the truth in unrighteouſneſs , 
brings down God's Judgments. upon them who 
do it, ſo we may hopefully promiſe our ſelves 
that the holding of it in righteouſneſs, may put 
us under the bleſſed influences of his Grace and 
Favour, and be the 'means -of his preventing all 
our fears, and continuing to us the Goſpel and 
the true Proteſtant Religion we are taught out 
of it, and the bleflings it brings with it, and of 
his rejoycing over us to do us good ; making us 
ſtill as hitherto we have been, the envy of the 
Church of Rome, and all her Emiſſaries, and the 
Glory, Honour, and Joy of all the Reformed 
Churches in the World, 


